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UNITED STATES GOWRNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


f 

Memorandum 

Mr. W. C. SuHivanA/^ 
W. A. Brani^an 




SUBJECT: GORDON D. NOVEL 

REPORTED ALLEGATIONS AGAINST AGENTS 
^ PERSONNEL MATTER 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr . J . P . Mohr 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop ' 

DATE: September 5, 1969 

1 - Mr. N. P. Callahan 
1 - Mr . W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. W. A. Branigz) .n 
1 - Mr. 


Tolson — 
DeLoach - 
Mohr 


Bishop 

Casper 






1 ■ 
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Subject is suitigniMH Publishing Company for libel 
arising out of ’’Play boy V^agazine interview with Jisw.. Or leans 
District Attorney Jagi©«i^rrison . In support of his suit, he ^ 
has prepared a deposition which contains untrue and inaccurate^ 
allegations abo ut his relationship with two Special Agents, 

I ~l formerly assigned to New Orleans but now at WFO, 

and I I still assigned in New Orleans. In 

effect, Novel alleged that he had an arrangement with these 
Agents for the exchange of information. Attorneys for HMH 
Publishing Company have re que sted permiss ion to obtain depositions 



from Special Agents 
of Novel. 


and [ 


concerning the allegations 


Memorandum W. A-.* Branigan to Mr. W. C. Sullivan, 

I 8/12/69, recommended referring this request and the documents 
pertaining to it, including the affidavits of ^the two Special 
Agents wherein they refute the allegations, to the appropriate 
United States Attorney (USA) in Illinois, pursuant to pertinent 
portions of the Code of Federal Regulations. Chicago has now 
done this and reports that the USA has recommended to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division, that both Agents _ 

be allowed to be deposed. The USA points out that^Novel’s statements 
reflect adversely on the integrity of the Bureau and can be refuted 
without the production of any material contained in Bureau files 
and without disclosing either confiden tial informan ts or -invest i- 
gative techniques. 



- K 


OBSERVATIONS : Statements of the tviici SpepiaL refjate 


Novel's untrue allegations. They 
press criticism of the FBI, which migi 
upon Novel's unrefuted allej^ti.pns, shoul 

ACTION: Attached for approval is Tetter 


prevtot -uhf^awkral 




j 


he make these ^bli 

J.-) I 

:o Assistant Attorney 



General, Civil Division, that should the Department agree with 
the USA's recommendation, the Bureau will interpose no objection. 


_ Enclosure ^ 
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